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“Reality is what you can get away with.” --- Robert Anton Wilson 

Present times are riddled with chaos and a deafening noise that is 

difficult to ignore. It’s everywhere and amplified on social media, in 
the streets, and around the world. Loss, failure, fear and being 
alone are just some examples of what we go through. People 
despise it but it soaks up all of their attention and they inevitably 
react to everything. To forget the anarchy, people succumb to vices 
of different forms to render them numb and apathetic.  

People cling to alcohol, tobacco and drugs, as an attempt to 
escape their realities but it is not to be presumed that vices are 
limited to these substances. The archaic and simplistic ways of 

religion; the black hole created by technology, and people’s own 
depraved habits brought about by the desire to solve or forget 
problems end up perpetuating the disorder into a spiral. The 
resulting human behavior turns into the very vice that suffocates us 
and becomes even more difficult to defeat. 

Aligaen’s work in “Bisyo Cycle” once again displays his playful 
interpretation of the world around him. In these series of works, he 
tackles the dependence of people on literal and figurative vices. 
Aligaen uses people’s reactions to life’s unpredictability and 

harshness as a focal point to show how they easily become self-
centered, delusional, and obsessed with man-made comforts in 
their struggle to mold their ideal “reality.” 

Written by Nikka Reyes-Aligaen
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INUMANDALA 
Acrylic & Ink on Textile 

2 ft (diameter) 
2020

LANGIT SA LUPA PA- IMPYERNO 
Acrylic & Ink on Textile 
3 x 4 ft 
2020
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BISYO CYCLE 
 Acrylic & Ink on Canvas 

4 x 3 ft 
 2020

SIYA NA NAMAN 
Acrylic on Canvas 

3 x 2 ft 
2020 
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PRIVATE PROPERTY 
Acrylic & Ink on Textile 
3.5 x 5.2 ft 
2020

REALITY IS WHAT YOU GET AWAY WITH 
Acrylic & Ink on Textile 

4 x 4 ft 
2020


